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What Is Your “Yellow Balloon?”  
TOUCHING CHILDREN’S BOOK GUIDES READERS THROUGH 

LOSS, TEACHES GROWTH AND RESILIENCE 

 From the time we are born, loss is inevitably a part of each one of our lives. When 

we come into the world, we lose the safety of our mother’s womb, and continue to face 

losses of all types and gravities as we grow throughout our lives until we ultimately lose 

the safety of this life that we know. Losing something or someone dear to us causes 

difficult emotions – sorrow, fear, anxiety, and loneliness, to name a few – and these 

emotions are even more challenging to navigate when it’s a child who has experienced 

the loss. What if we could teach children that loss, though very real, is actually a process 

through which we can find hope, strength, and growth?  

My Yellow Balloon, written by passionate author and speaker Tiffany Papageorge 

and beautifully illustrated by Erwin Madrid, is a multi-award-winning new children’s 

picture book that does just that. Readers, young and old, follow along as a young boy, 

Joey, receives a yellow balloon at a carnival. He loves the balloon fiercely until, one day, 

it escapes him and floats away. Joey is devastated, and all of the color drains from his 

world. Over time, as he heals from his loss, the color slowly comes back into his world 

until he realizes that, in fact, the beautiful bright sun is a reflection of his beloved yellow 

balloon and it will always be with him, even if it’s not physically there. As he realizes 

this, little Joey is able to see the world more richly and experience it more deeply than 

ever before.  

   My Yellow Balloon serves as an important, gentle tool for children, but also for 

anyone grieving a loss of any sort or those helping guide others through loss. We all have 



our yellow balloon: for example, death, divorce, illness, moving away, empty nest 

syndrome, deployment, and the list goes on and on. The powerful simplicity of the words, 

combined with rich illustrations, makes My Yellow Balloon a truly inspirational 

companion. 

 “Loss is a universal human experience,” Papageorge says. “And I believe it is our 

greatest teacher to lead us to who we ultimately are. My Yellow Balloon is truly about the 

growth and transformation that happens to us through our human experience.”  

 Powerful in its message, yet gentle in its delivery, My Yellow Balloon: 

· Demonstrates how healing is a process, and why the process is vital

· Addresses the reoccurring role that loss will play throughout our lives

· Teaches how loss can transform us and enable us to live richer lives

· Speaks to every kind of loss for both children and adults 

· Serves as a powerful tool for children, parents, teachers, counselors, etc.

Tiffany Papageorge is an author, speaker, certified grief worker, and works with parents, 
teachers and mental health professionals whose mission is to find new ways to reach, 
capture and engage children who are dealing with the issue of loss.  

Her extensive theater background spans a 25-year period, and includes work with CBS, 
Disney and The Sundance Institute. Tiffany holds an MFA from the American 
Conservatory Theater. She is a member of the Healing Story Alliance, the National 
Storytelling Network, SCBWI, and SAG-Aftra and has spoken for such prestigious 
organizations and events as Head Start, The National Alliance of Grieving Children, The 
Utah After School Network, and throughout Pennsylvania for Children’s Grief Awareness 
Day, to name a few. 

The multi-award-winning My Yellow Balloon is her first picture book and was recently 
featured on the cover of Foreword Reviews.  

Learn more about My Yellow Balloon at www.myyellowballoon.com and connect on 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

My Yellow Balloon can be purchased from Amazon, Barnesandnoble.com, 
Booksamillion.com, and through all major booksellers. 
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